V  E  HO  0  R 


URBAN  DISTRICT 


COUNCIL 

■  — . — . . . .. . 


-----  R  E  3?  0  R  T - - 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OEEICER  OB  HEALTH 

for  the 


YEAR 


1925 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b30203235 


April  1926. 


Health  Department, 
Town  Hall, 

VEHTHOR. 


To  the  Chairman  &  Members  of 

The  Ventnor  Urban  District  Council. 


Dear  Sir  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  seventh 
Annual  Report,  which  in  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of 
Health’s  Circular  Ho. 648  dated  the  10th  Dec.  3925,  is  a 
Survey  Report. 


Ubtural  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area.  - 
Area  ( in  acres) 

Population  (1921  Census) 

Estimated  1925  (R.G.) 

Physical  features  and  general  character  of  the  area  - 

Ventnor  faces  due  South,  and  may  justly  claim  a  full 
southernly  aspect,  sheltered  on  the  north  and  east  by  St. 
Boniface  Downs  rising  nearly  800  ft.  in  height  from  the  sea 
level  with  a  gradient  probably  averaging  1  in  6 

Soil  -  chiefly  chalk:  Subsoil  -  limestone,  on  a  gault  base. 

Humber  of  Inhabitated  houses  (1921  Census)  -  1440 

Humber  of  Families  or  separate  owners  (l 923. ) _  1 4 4 0  . 

Rateable  Value  -  £40,201 

Sums  represented  by  a  penny  rate  -  £150 

Social  Conditions  &o . 

Ventnor  is  essentially  a  residential  health  resort. 

V ital  Statistics 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 

Total  Male  female 


Births 

Legitimate 

62 

27 

35 

Illegi timate 

4 

2 

2  )  Total  66. 

Bi  rth 

Rate  (R.G) 

13 . 25 

V 

Deaths 

69 

26 

43 

Death 

Rate  (R.G) 

13.65 

Deaths 

of  women  dying 

in,  or 

in  consequence  of 

childbirth 

from 

sepsi 

s  -  Hi  1 

f  rom 

other 

causes 

-  Hil. 

745 

6059 

4986 


(i) 


Death  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age,  per  1000  births 


.Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Male  Female  Total 
14  5 

11  2 


Total  -  7.  Rate  -  105.1  per  1000. 

notifiable  Diseases  during  the  Year- 

Total  cases  Cases  admitted  Total 
Pi  sease .  no  t.if ied  to  Hospital  Deaths 

Diphtheria 

Scarlet  Fever  16 

Enteric  Fever 
Paerperal  Fever 
Pneumonia 

Encephlalit i s  Lethargies.  1 

Tuber culo sis 

(a)  Pulminary  k.  14 

F .  13 

(b)  Don -Pulminary  M. 

F. 

There  were  five  deaths  from  Pulminary  Tuberculosis  and  Tv/enty- 
seven  cades  were  notified  during  the  year 

Analyst s  of  Deaths  under  age  groups . 
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20  " 
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1 

2 
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35  " 

1 

- 

1 

35- 

45  '» 

3 

3 

6 

45- 

65  “ 

7 

10 

17 

65 

and  over 

12 

24 

36 

26 

43 

69 

Analysis  of  Deaths  as  to  Disease. 

M . 

F 

1  . 

Enteric  Fever 

- 

- 

2. 

Small  Pox 

- 

- 

3. 

Measles 

- 

- 

4. 

Scarlet  fever 

- 

- 

5. 

V/ho oping  Cough 

1 

- 

6  . 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

7  . 

Influenza 

- 

- 

8. 

Encephlalit is  Lethargica 

- 

1 

9  . 

Meningicocoal  meningitis 

- 

— 

10. 

Tuberculosis  of  the  respirat 

cry 

sy  s  tern 

4 

1 

11. 

Other  Tuberculosis  Diseases 

— 

- 

12. 

Cancer,  Malignant  disease 

3 

9 

13  . 

Rheumatic  fever 

- 

- 

14. 

Diabetes 

- 

1 

15. 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

2 

3 

16. 

Heart  Disease 

5 

7 

17. 

Arterio  Sclerosis 

1 

3 

18. 

Bronchi ti s 

3 

0 

11  nil 

1 

4 

1 


1 


Analysis  of  deaths  as  to  disease  (contd.) 


19.  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

20.  Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

21.  Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

22.  Diarheoam  (under  2  years) 

20.  Appendicitis  and  typhlitis 

24.  Cirrhosis  of  liver 

25.  Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 

26.  Puerperal  Sepsis 

27.  Other  accidents  and  diseases  of 
pregnancy  and  parturition 

28.  Congenital  debility  and  prem.  birth 

29.  Suicide 

30.  Other  deaths  from  violence 

31.  Other  defined  diseases 

32.  Causes  ill  defined  or  unknown 


lii .  P . 

1  1 

2 

1 

1  1 


1  4 

1  1 

3  8 


Total  26 _ 43 

There  are  no  causes  of  sickness  which  have  been  specially 
noteworthy  in  the  District  during  the  year. 


Professional  Pursing  in  the  Home 

There  are  two  District  Purses  carrying  out  these  duties 
within  the  Urban  District,  they  being  maintained  by  voluntary 
Associations.  There  are  also  several  trained  nurses  practisirg 
in  the  District. 

The  Pursing  of  Infectious  Gases  is  almost  entirely  done 
at  the  Undercliff  Isolation  Hospital  which  is  situate  within 
the  District,  the  accommodation  thereat  consisting  of  two  wards 
of  six  beds  each  and  all  other  necessary  buildings  of  a  modern 
Isolation  Hospital. 

Po  nursing  is  provided  by  the  Council  of  the  Urban 
Di stric  t . 

In  addition  to  the  District  Purses  mentioned  above,  one 
of  whom  is  a  qualified  llidwife,  there  are  two  midwives  practisirg 
privately  in  the  Town. 

There  is  a  maternity  and  child  welfare  centre  in  the 
District  which  is  doing  good  work. 

The  Welfare  Centre  Committee  and  the  Council  work  in 
consultation  with  regard  to  the  administration  of  the  Hi lk 


Order . 

Day  Purseries  in  the  District  . Nil 

School  Clinics  in  the  District  . Nil 


Tuberculosis.  The  County  Council  treatment  at  Longford  House 
Ho  spi tal . 

Venereal  Diseases  Treatment.  Centre  at  County  Hospital,  Ryde. 


The  Hospitals  provided  or  subsidised  by  the  Council  or  County 
Counci 1  are : - 

1.  Tuberculosis  by  County  Council  at  Longford  House.  (Pot  in 
District ) . 

2.  Scarlet  Pever  and  other  Infectious  Diseases.  At  Undercliff 
Isolation  Hospital  (in  district)  Partly  supported  by  Council 

( Ac c oimno dat ion  12  beds). 

3.  General.  Ryde  County  Hospital. 

There  is  no  Institutional  provision  for  unmarried 
mothers,  illegitimate  children  and  homeless  children 
in  the  District. 


(3) 


\ 


Ambulance  Facilities 


(a)  Infectious  Gases.  A  very  efficient  and.  modern  horsed 
ambulance  is  kept  for  use  at  the  Undercliff  Isolation  Hospital. 

(b )  lion-inf ectious  and  Accident  Gases  A  Motor  ambulance  is 
available  at  short  notice  from  St.  John’s  Ambulance  Brigade, 
Newport,  on  payment  of  a  small  fee  and  similar  facilities  are 
available -at  the  Royal  County  Hospital,  Ryde . 

There  is  a  Red  Cross  unit  locally,  which  does  useful  work  in 
cases  of  accident  or  sudden  emergency. 


The  pathological  and  Bacteriological  Examinations  are  carried 
out  by  the  Royal  Institute  of  Public  Health,  Diphtheria  Anti¬ 
toxin  is  supplied  by  the  Council  in  necessitous  cases,  and 
other  serum  or  ether  vaccine  would  be  available  if  the  necessity 
arose . 


Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Author! tyes 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  -  part  time 
/Reginald  T.  Cooke,  M.R.C.S..  L.R.C.P., 

Sanitary  Inspector  -  part  time, 

/  D.  V.  Howard,  Cert .R. S . Ins t . ,  Jan.  to  August 
'/  F .  R.  Gray,  Fellow  Ins  t  .San  .Eng  .  ,  Qualified  Meat  &  Food 
Inspector,  Oct.  to  December. 

/  In  each  case  a  proportion  of  the  salary  is  paid  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health. 


Adoptive  Acts  &  Byelaws 


The  following  Bye-laws  and  Regulations  are 
the  Di strict 

1.  Bye-laws  for  Hew  Streets  and  Buildings  made 

2  #  tt  n  II  II  I*  *1 

for  driving  cattle  through  streets 
for  removal  of  shingle  from  shore 
for  Nuisances  and  Noxious  matter 
for  Footpaths,  Cleaning  etc. 

Regulations  with  respect  to  Cowsheds  &  Dairies 
Byelaws  for  New  Buildings  etc. 

for  Prohibition  of  Burning  Gdn. refuse 
for  use  of  Foreshore 
for  Boats,  Boatmen  and  vessels 
for  Public  bathing 
for  Slaughterhouses 
for  New  Streets  &  Bnildings 
Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act  1890 
Private  Street  Works  Act  1892 
Small  Dwellings  Acquisition  Act  1899 
Local  Government  Act  1893  (Appointment  of  Overseers) 
Public  Health  Amendments  Acts  1907, 

Part  11,  Secs.  34-48,  43-49  of  Part  11, 
of  Part  IV,  Secs.  79  and  81  of  part  Vll, 

IX  and  X. 

Ventnor  Local  Board  Act  1884 
Health  Resorts  and  Watering  places  Act  1921. 

Ventnor  Gas  &  Water  Act  1866. 


in  force  within 


3  . 

4. 

5. 

6. 
7  . 
8. 
9  . 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14 
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II 

II 

II 

II 
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25 

8 

1 

1 

1 

I 

19 

8 

8 

14 

14 

14 

12 

21 


.May  1869 
.Nov. 1893 
. July 1895 
July  1895 


July 
July 
.  June 
.Nov . 
.  Jan . 
.Dec . 
.  June 
.  June 
.Nov. 
.Aug . 


Secs 


P< 


52-65 
rts  Vlll 


1895 

1895 

1899 

1899 

1906 

1914 

1915 
1915 

1923 

1924 


Sanitary  Administration 

The  whole  of  the  requirements  under  this  heading  are  fully 
dealt  with  under  the  Sanitary  Inspector's  Report,  a  copy  of  which 
is  attached  hereto,  and  it  is  therefore  unnecessary  for  me  to 


(4) 


4 


repeat  such  information  here.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
myself  have  worked  in  close  co-operation  throughout  the  year 
in  dealing  with  all  matters  therein  referred  to. 


Water  Supply . 


Water  supply  is  "constant 11  to  the  lower  levels  of  the 
To wn  and  "intermittent"  to  the  highest  levels.  The  supply  is 
collected  after  percolations  through  the  natural  gathering 
area  of  St.  Boniface  Downs,  and  the  distribution  is  by  gravit¬ 
ation.  The  distribution  is  in  the  charge  of  the  Ventnor  Gas 
and  Water  Company ,  There  is  only  one  balancing  tank  or  Reservoir 
which  is  situated  at  Lowtherville  and  is  capable  of  retaining 
150,000  gallons.  The  supply  is  not  subjected  to  any  form  of 
filtration . 

All  houses  in  the  Urban  area  are  supplied  by  the  Water 
Company  -  some  1460  -  and  no  serious  difficulty  has  been  en¬ 
countered  sc  far  as  to  the  sufficiency  of  supply  meeting  the 
d eman  d . 

The  supply  has  been  frequently  subjected  to  Chemical  and 
Bacteriological  Analysis.  The  latter  results  show  occasionally 
signs  of  contamination  -  B.Coli  being  present  in  such  numbers 
that  have  justified  further  detached  investigation  of  the  coll¬ 
ecting  area  and  distribution  mains  and  services. 

Water  Storage  Tanks  of  private  residences  are  not  without 
suspicion,  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  the  Tenants  seldom,  if 
ever,  cleanse  the  interior,  and  accumulations  of  dust  and  dirt 
result.  The  tanks  should  be  covered. 

This  contamination  which  apparently  recurs  periodically 
is  unsatisfactory,  and  careful  attention  is  being  directed  with 
the  endeavour  to  locate  its  origin  and  prevent  its  cause. 

Drainage  &  Sewer age_ 

The  sewerage  is  by  natural  gravitation  throughout,  and  is 
untreated,  being  discharged  into  the  sea  below  low  water  mark 
by  way  of  five  outfall  channels,  viz:- 

Flowers  Brock 
La  Palaise 
Near  Gas  Wks . 

Collins  Point  & 

The  Cat  Rock. 

No  nuisance  is  observable  and  the  vicinities  of  the  outfalls 
are  free  from  complaint. 

Detailed  sections  of  the  sewerage  system  are  not  available 
but  the  Council  have  recently  issued  an  instruction  that  a 
detailed  Survey  be  made  and  plans  and  sections  prepared. 

The  Sewerage  of  the  Town  is  not  so  satisfactory,  judging 
from  recent  revelations  i.e.  North  Street  and  Dudley  Road  -  as 
one  would  wish.  In  both  these  cases  sewers  were  found  unjoin  ted 
and  seriously  defective.  The  Council  were  most  prompt  in  deal¬ 
ing  with  the  matter  once  attention  was  drawn  to  the  defects, 
and  they  deserve  every  commendation . 

Inspecti on  and  Supervising  of  Pood. 

( a )  Ilflk  Supply 

I  have  in  conjunction  with  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  inspected 
the  Cowshed,  Dairies  and  Milk  Shops  in  the  District,  all  of  which 
I  have  found  to  be  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

Mr.  Cowper  Blake  holds  the  appointment  of  Veterinary  Surgeon  to 
the  Council  and  he  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  A.  E.  Batt  in  the 

of  last 
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The  cleansing  facilities  of  Milk  Churns  might  in  some  cases 
he  improved,  and  the  prevision  of  ■wooden  ledges  raised  some 
9'*  above  the  floor  of  the  Dairy  to  take  the  inverted  milk  churn 
after  cleansing,  would  he  an  acquisition. 

There  are  registered  under  the  Milk  &  Dairies  (Amendment) 

Act  1922,  within  your  area,  1  Covrkeeper  and  13  Dairymen  and 
Venders  of  Milk. 

(b)  Meat . 

I  have  frequently  inspected  the  Meat  deposited  for  sale 
and  have  always  found  the  quality  to  he  good.  I  have  occasionally 
found  it  necessary  to  direct  attention  to  the  advisability  of 
covering  meat  in  course  of  delivery,  and  also  to  advise  retailers 
of  meat  to  endeavour  to  restrain  purchasers  from  handling  meat 
exposed  for  sale  as  far  as  possible. 

Slaughterhouses  are  privately  owned  and  generally  well 
conducted  and  cleanly  kept.  The  Council’s  Byelaws  insist  upon 
the  use  of  a  ,:humane-killer"  for  all  slaughtering. 

1920  Jany .1925  Dec. 1925 

Registered  222 

Licensed  2  _ 2 _ 2 _ 

Total  4  4  4 


( c )  Othe r  Poods 


Bakehouses  -  There  are  Six  Bakehouses  in  your  area  and  they 
are  kept  in  a  clean  condition,  and  I  have  hat-  no  occasion  to 
make  complaint  of  any  seriousness, 

Ho  evidence  has  arisen  indicating  Rood  poisoning. 

The  ’’Sale  of  Rood  and  Drugs  Acts”  are  administered  through 
the  medium  of  the  County  Council 


Infectious  Disease  Generally . 

The  incidence  of  Infectious  Disease  is  almost  a  negligible 
quantity.  The  summary  of  notifiable  Infectious  Disease  during 
the  past  five  years  is  as  follows 


Disease 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925. 

Scarlet  Rever 

3 

4 

1 

4 

16 

Diphtheria 

2 

7 

8 

- 

- 

- 

Typhoid 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Oph’  Memotorium 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Enceph’  Lethargica 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Erysipalas 

1 

‘ 

I  keep  a  stock  of  diphtheria  anti-toxin  v^hich  is  available 
when  necessity  arises. 

One  case  of  Encephalitis  Lethargica  was  notified  in  1925, 
the  diagnosis  of  which  was  not  fully  established,  occurring  in 
a  wema n  who  died  immediately  after  child  birth. 

arrangements  are  made  with  the  Royal  Institute  of  Public 
Health  for  the  examination  of  bacteriological  and  pathological 
specimens  the  chief  use  of  this  being  made  for  the  examination 
of  doubtful  cases  of  Diphtheria. 
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On  the  occurrence  of  a  case  of  Diphtheria  swabs  are  taken  of  all 
contacts,  and  all  infectious  cases  are  promptly  isolated  and  the 
rooms  occupied  are  disinfected. 

There  has  been  no  indication  for  the  use  of  the  "Shiok  and 
Dick"  test  for  diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever  respectively. 

As  stated,  there  were  16  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified, 
all  of  which  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  with  the 
exception  of  4  cases,  which  occurred  at  St.  Catherine's  Home  where 
they  had  adequate  means  for  isolation. 

One  case  of  Encephalitis  Lethargica  occurred  which  died 
before  notification. 

The  two  cases  of  pneumonia  which  appear  in  the  Vital  Statistics, 
the  one  was  a  case  of  chronic  pneumonia  of  nine  months  duration, 
and  the  other  was  a  case  of  senile  pneumonia  occurring  in  a  man 
of  77  years  of  age,  and  they  therefore  cannot  rightly  be  classified 
under  the  heading  of  notifiable  Infectious  Disease. 

The  Tuberculosis,  Venerical  diseases,  and  the  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Schemes  are  operated  through  the  medium  of  the 
C  o  un  ty  Au  t  ho  r  i  t y  . 

Tuberculosis . 

Hew  Cases  and  Mo r tali ty  dur i  ng  192 5 . 


Periods  New  Cases  Deaths. 
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nary 

Non  ! 
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-Pulm . 

'  j 

M.  • 

F- 

M. 
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M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

1 

5 

- 

- 

1 

- 
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- 

- 

- 

10 
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- 

... 
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- 

- 

- 

15 

- 

- 

- 

aJ 
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~ 

- 

- 

20 

1 

1 

- 

a 

- 

1 

- 

- 

25 

1 

4 

— 

1 

— 

- 

- 

35 

4 

4 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

45 

3 

2 

- 

1 

2 

- 

— 

55 

4 

O 

<• 
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1 

- 

- 

- 

65  & 

upwards 
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- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Totals 

13 

13 

1 

1 

4 

1 

u* 

Ur4 
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AS  regards  Non-Not ifiable  Diseases . 

There  have  been  minor  outbreaks  of  Chicken  Pox,  Measles, 

Mumps,  Whooping  Cough  and  Influenza,  not  however  sufficient  to 
necessitate  the  closure  of  day  schools.  There  was  one  death 
attributable  to  Whooping  Cough  and  one  to  Influenza. 

There  were  9  deaths  from  Cancer  during  the  year  -  Two  males 
and  seven  females.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  average  age 
of  dea.th  was  in  the  case  of  males  70  years,  and  in  the  case  of 
females  67.8  years. 

Not  included  in  the  above  w as  in  addition,  one  case  of  Sarcoma 
in  a  lad  of  16  years. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Anthrax  or  Rabies. 

41 

Housing 


Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  -  7. 
Unfit  Dwelling  Houses  Inspection 

(l)  Total  number  of  dwellinghcuse s  inspected  for  housing 
defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) 

(?) 


170 


V- 


120 


(2)  Humber  of  dwellinghouse s  which  v;ere  inspected, 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 
District)  Regulations  191.0 

(3)  Humber  of  dwellinghouse s  found  to  he  in  a  state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  he 
unfit  for  human  habitation  Hil 

(4)  Humber  of  dwellinghouse s  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 

for  human  habitation  13 


Remedy  of  defects  without  service  of  foimal  notices 
Humber  of  "defective  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  ether  Officers  7 

Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts 

1.  Humber  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  have  been  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  25 

2.  Humber  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  (a)  by  Owners  23 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default 

of  Owner  2 


In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the 
assistance  rendered  by  Mr.  D.  V.  Howard  and  by  his  successor  Mr 
P  .  R.  Gray  which,  in  both  cases,  has  been  most  valuable. 

I  am, 

Dear  Sir  and  Gentlemen. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Reginald  T.  Cooke,  M.R.C  S.,L.R.C 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Copy  of  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  for  the 


Year  ending 


the 


31st  o f  De c emb e  r  1 92  5 


Town  Hall, 

March  1925.  Ventncr,  I.W. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 

The  Urban  District  Council  of  Vent nor. 


Dear  Sir  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Hirst  Annual 
Report.  The  period  January  the  1st  to  August  was  supervised 
by  Mr.  D.V. Howard,  your  late  Inspector,  whom  I  succeeded  in 
October.  The  figures  of  the  first  eight  months  of  the  year  are 
therefore  due  to  the  energies  of  Mr i  Howard,  my  responsibilities 
covering  the  last  three  months  of  the  year. 

The  following  figures  are  a  tabulated  list  of 
complaints  made,  with  the  resultant  effect  of  the  Inspector^ 


adtion: - 

Type  of  Nuis a n c e .  Comp laint s  Abated 

drainage  25  25 

Insufficient  s  an  :i  i  a  ry  a  c  c  ommo  d  a  t  i  o  n , 

non-provision  of  flushing  cistern  &c .  9  7 

Damp  walls  of  dwellinghouse ,  defective 

troughing,  leading  reefs  &c  .  24  22 

Other  nuisances  of  a  minor  type  39  37 


Number  of  Notices  served  duri ng  the  Year . 

Statutory  Notices  15  15 

Informal  Notices  84  79 


Lengths  of  drains  tested  during  the  year  67. 


Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations  193.0 


120  inspections  have  been  made  under  these  Regulations, 
generally  with  satisfactory  results.  The  details  are  included  in 
the  above  figures. 


Pis inf ec ti o  n s 


Houses  wherein  Cancer.  Tuberculosis  or  other 
infectious  disease  have  been  known  to  reside,  have  in  all  cases 
been  disinfected  immediately  it  became  known  that  the  patient 
had  left  the  premises,  also  bedding  was  removed  in  the  majority 
of  cases  and  put  through  a  “Thresh® sw  steam  disinfector.  The 
total  number  of  rooms  thus  disinfected  and  fumigated  were  54. 
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Slaughterhouses . 


There  are  four  slaughterhouses  in  your  district,  two 
of  which  are  licensed  and  two  registered.  A  fairly  large  amount 
of  killing  is  done  outside  your  area.  The  general  character  of 
the  meat  exposed  for  sale  appears  to  he  of  excellent  quality, and 
in  my  rather  short  period  of  stay,  I  have  found  no  diseased, 
unsound  or  unwholesome  meat.  Certain  fish  delivered  to  the  Vendor 
in  an  unsound  condition  have  been  voluntarily  surrendered  as 
unfit  for  human  consumption,  and  certain  fruit  exposed  for  sale 
was  also  surrendered  and  destroyed  upon  the  Vendor's  attention 
being  drawn  to  its  unsound  condition. 

Milkshops  and  Dai r.i. es 

I  have  inspected  a  number  of  the  Milkshops  and  Dairies 
and  as  a  whole  have  found  them  scrupulously  clean.  The  use  of 
the  hermetically  sealed  bottle  containing  the  specific  quantity 
ordered  by  the  householder  is  a  distinct  hygienic  improvement  and 
the  milk  vendors  are  to  be  commended. 


Water-Closets 

—  i  ■  m  ■■  II  — . 

The  provision  of  flushing  cisterns  to  all  water  closets 
in  the  Urban  area  is  being  proceeded  with.  So  far  as  I  can 
gather  there  remain  82  houses  without  adequate  flushing  apparatus 
and  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the  Sanitary  Committee , every 
effort  will  be  made  during  the  forthcoming  year  to  erase  this 
number  entirely,  so  that  it  may  be  stated  every  house  has  a 
sufficient  and  efficient  water  closet. 

Some  thirty  houses  situated  in  various  parts  of  the 
Urban  area  are  connected  to  Cess-pits.  In  all  these  cases  the 
Council ?s  sewerage  system  is  inaccessible  at  present. 

Drainage . 


A  certain  number  of  the  drains  in  the  older  portions 
of  the  Town  have  been  found  defective  and  a  number  of  drains  found 
choked  through  carelessness  upon  the  part  of  the  Occupiers. 

Occupiers  should  realise  that  in  such  cases  the  person  by  whose 
act,  default  or  sufferance  such  chckage  occurred,  is  responsible 
for  clearing  the  drain.  If  this  was  done  it  is  possible  that 
greater  care  would  be  utilised.. 

Stables, 

Do  difficulty  has  been  found  with  the  Owners  in  the 
removal  of  accumulations  of  manure  when  attention  has  been  directed 
to  such  a  nuisance. 

4 

House  Refuse  Removal 

The  collection  of  house  refuse  is  carried  out  by 
Contract,  and  by  virtue  of  the  configuration  of  the  Town,  it  is 
by  no  means  an  easy  task.  Usually  the  collection  is  a  bi-weekly 
one,  but  throughout  the  summer  months  a  daily  removal  is  insisted 
upon  throughout  the  main  streets  and  where  necessary. 

The  refuse  is  carted  to  one  of  the  highest  points  in 
ihe  area,  where  it  is  passed  through  an  incinerator  which  is 
dependant  upon  natural  draught  for  combustion.  It  is  therefore 
incapable  of  consuming  the  whole  of  the  refuse  at  a  temperature 
which  will  effectually  render  inodourous  the  whole  of  the  fumes 
previous  tc  passing  up  the  flues,  but  the  elevation  of  the  structure 
is  such,  that  having  regard  tc  all  circumstances,  including  its 
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isolation,  it  may  well  be  classed  as  fairly  efficient,  and 
superior  to  the  usual  methods  of  dumping, 

Conclusi on 


I  am  grateful  to  Dr.  Cooke,  and  to  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Sanitary  Committee  for  their  encouragement  and  con¬ 
fidence  throughout  the  somewhat  short  period  under  review. 

I  beg  to  remain,  Mr. Chairman  &  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

F.  R.  Gray, 

Fellow  of  the  Institution  of  Sanitary 
Engineers , and  Qualified  Meat  and  Food 

Inspector . 
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